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before. We use for this purpose a very fine native grass; for grazing purposes a coarser kind is better, called buffalo grass, that grows much taller, and is not so suitable for a lawn.
August 3.
A^ESTERDAY morning I rode down early }[ to Apia to the native church to join in the Communion, as there is only an evening service in English, and no arrangements as yet for church membership. I liked the native service very much, and it reminded me of Tautira;1 I could almost imagine I was back among our good friends there whom we shall never forget. The church is a large one, and it was well filled with nicely dressed natives, some of them sitting on benches, and many on mats. The minister occupied a small raised platform over which a reading-desk did duty as a pulpit; the Communion-table stood at his right hand, and when we went in was covered all over with a white cloth. All who brought 'lines' from other churches handed them as they came in to the native minister, who read them aloud, while
Mr. C------, who was to dispense the Communion,
left his platform, and went to a seat near the door in order to publicly receive the young communicants into the church. As he gave them the 'right hand of fellowship/ he gave also to each individually a short address. It ended
1 See From Saranac to the Marquesas^ p. 193.